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Report  of  Medical  Officer 

FOR  YEAR  1938. 


Castle  House, 

Llanidloes, 

31st  July,  1939. 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  & COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LLANIDLOES. 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1938. 

STATISTICAL  SURVEY. 

Area  of  the  Borough,  617  acres. 

Population,  2356. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  851. 

Rateable  Value,  /7344. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  £21. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

Llanidloes  is  the  first  town  on  the  River  Severn,  situated 
m a valley  surrounded  by  well  wooded  hills.  The  industries 
of  the  town  include  leather  manufacturing,  engineering,  and 
wool  sorting.  The  first  two  industries  employ  a large  number 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


MALES. 

Male. 

14 


Female. 

12 

12 


Total, 

26 
25 

1 

per  1000  population, 


Live  Births 

Legitimate  ...  ...  13 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1 

This  gives  a Birth  Rate  of  1 1 ' 1 
which  is  an  appreciable  drop  on  last  year’s  rate  of  14‘22  per 
1000  population.  This  year’s  Birth  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  1 5'  1 per  1000  population. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — — — 

This  is  a Still  Birth  Rate  of  0‘43  per  1000  population, 
compared  with  0’60  per  1000  for  England  and  Wales. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

There  was  no  death  of  an  infant  below  the  age  of  12 
months.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
being  53  per  1000  live  births. 

DEATHS. 

There  were  32  deaths  in  the  Borough  during  the  year — 
to  this  number  must  be  added  five  deaths  of  inhabitants  of  the 
town  who  have  died  away  from  their  homes — principally  at 
institutions,  making  a total  of  37  deaths.  There  were  six 
“ outward  transferable  ” deaths —that  is,  persons  normally 
resident  outside  the  Borough  who  had  died  within  the  area 
chiefly  at  the  War  Memorial  Hospital.  Our  number  of  deaths 
therefore  being  31,  gives  the  Borough  a crude  Death  Rate  of 
13*3  per  1000  population.  Applying  the  factor  of  correction, 
we  have  a Death  Rate  of  ll'l  per  1000  population,  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  being  1 1*6  per  1000  population. 


CAUSES  OF 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage 
Heart  Disease 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 


DEATH. 

Male. 

1 
1 

1 

2 


Female. 

1 

1 

1 

7 

4 

2 


Total. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

4 

2 


o 
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Appendicitis 

Male. 

1 

Female. 

Total 

1 

1 

Influenza  ... 

. . . — 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

...  — 

2 

2 

Cancer 

5 

1 

6 

AGE  PERIOD 
0 to  1 year 

11  20 
AT  DEATH. 

Male.  Female. 

31 

Total 

1 year  to  5 years 

1 

— 

1 

5 „ „ 15  „ 

— 

— 

— 

15  „ „ 25  „ 

— 

— 

— 

25  „ „ 35  „ 

1 

1 

2 

35  „ „ 45 

— 

— 

— 

45  ,,  ,,  55  ,,  ... 

— 

— 

— f 

55  ,,  65  ,,  . . • 

— 

5 

5 

65  ,,  ,,75  ,,  ... 

6 

6 

12 

75  „ ,,  85  ,, 

4 

7 

11 

85  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

12 

19 

31 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  the  following  notification  of  infectious 
diseases  were  received  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

OUTBREAK  OF  DIPHTHERIA. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria 
which  assumed  epidemic  proportions.  Following  the 
occurrence  of  the  disease  in  two  children  attending  the  same 
school,  it  was  decided  to  take  swabs  of  the  throats  of  all 
children  attending  the  school.  By  this  means  four  carriers 
were  discovered  and  isolated.  Their  intimate  contacts  were 
given  protection  by  serum  injections.  There  followed  a 
temporary  abatement  of  the  disease,  but  after  a few  weeks,  on 
some  fresh  cases  being  notified,  it  was  decided  to  take  swabs 
of  children  below  a certain  age  at  the  other  school.  One 
more  carrier  was  thereby  discovered  and  isolated.  All  cases 
were  removed  to  isolation  and  no  death  occurred. 
All  cases  were  of  Faucial  Diphtheria,  and  had  large  doses  of 
Anti-toxin  before  removal  to  hospital.  The  disease  terminated 
as  suddenly  as  it  had  commenced, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


n 


LLANIDLOES  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1939. 


Patients  who  received  treatment  in 
Sanatoria  during  the  year  1938  : — 

Hospital  and 

In  residence  January  1st,  1938 

...  6 

Admitted  during  1938 

...  5 

Discharged  during  1938 

...  7 

In  residence  January  1st,  1939 

...  4 

Of  the  seven  discharged  three  improved  ; one  died  ; one 
took  own  discharge  ; one  non-tubercular  ; one  quiescent. 

Those  discharged  had  between  them  a total  of  185  weeks 
of  treatment  in  the  institutions  of  the  Association. 


Tuberculosis  is  dealt  with  by  the  Welsh  National 
Memorial  Association,  whose  physician,  Dr.  M.  I.  Jackson, 
examines  and  treats  all  cases  sent  to  him  by  the  practitioners 
of  the  county  and  the  School  Medical  Officer.  He  also 
attends  at  the  Girls’  Club  Room,  Long  Bridge  Street,  on  the 
last  Saturday  in  the  month  at  10  a.m.,  to  examine  and  follow 
up  old  cases.  He  also  examines  all  those  who  have  been  in 
close  contact  with  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Cases  of  tuberculosis 
who  are  too  ill  to  attend  this  Clinic  are  visited  in  their  homes 
by  Dr.  Jackson  in  company  with  the  patient’s  medical 
attendant.  Patients  advised  X-Ray  examination  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  are  X-Rayed  at  the  Welsh  National 
Memorial  Hospital  each  Wednesday  morning  free  of  charge. 
Other  forms  of  treatment  for  tuberculosis,  viz.,  artificial 
sunlight  treatment  are  available  for  such  out-patients. 
Surgical  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Clinics  are  held  every  two 
months  at  Newtown.  A surgeon  comes  from  the  North 
Wales  Sanatorium  at  Llangwyfan,  accompanied  by 
Dr.  Jackson,  to  examine  old  patients — to  adjust  appliances 
and  splints,  and  to  examine  new  or  suspected  cases  referred 
by  the  practitioners  to  the  Clinic. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBER- 
CULOSIS) REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  Regulations  relating  to 
tuberculosis  employees  in  the  milk  trade,  neither  was  any 
action  taken  under  any  Section  of  the  above  Regulations 
(Section  62  included). 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 


There  is  no  Fever  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Borough. 
The  County  Council,  however,  have  an  arrangement  with  the 
Shropshire  County  Council  whereby  cases  of  infectious  fevers 
can  be  admitted  to  one  or  other  of  their  Isolation  Hospitals. 

SCHOOLS.— The  Schools  have  been  regularly  inspected 
and  on  the  whole  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  sanitary 
condition.  The  water  supply  is  quite  adequate  and  meets 
with  the  needs  of  the  respective  schools. 

Public  Health  Staff. — The  Public  Health  Staff  to 
the  Council  consist  of  a full  time  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  A. 
C.  James,  M.I.M.  & Cy.  E.,  M.R.S.I.,  and  a part  time  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Nursing  Arrangements. — The  Nursing  arrangements 
of  the  Borough  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Llanidloes  District 
Nursing  Association.  This  is  an  entirely  voluntary  organisa- 
tion and  is  affiliated  to  the  Montgomeryshire  District  Nursing 
Association.  This  association  employs  a district  nurse  who 
attends  all  maternity  cases  within  the  Borough  and  in  the 
immediate  surrounding  district.  She  also  acts  as  Health 
Visitor,  attends  the  schools  with  the  School  Medical  Officer 
and  attends  at  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic  which  is  held  once  a 
month.  The  District  Nurse  is  not  allowed  to  take  charge  of 
any  case  of  infectious  disease. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — By  arrangement  with  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  all  bacteriological  and 
pathological  specimens  ; milk,  foodstuffs  and  water ; are 
examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  at  146,  High 
Street,  Manchester. 

Diphtheria. — Anti-toxin  is  kept  in  stock  at  the  local 
chemists. 

Legislation  in  Force  in  the  Area. — None. 

Hospital  Facilities.— The  Llanidloes  War  Memorial 
Hospital  is  inside  the  Borough.  There  are  12  beds  : 5 male, 
5 female,  2 children.  In  addition  there  is  a separate  maternity 
wing  with  accommodation  for  3 patients.  The  Hospital  does 
not  deal  with  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


Ambulance  Facilities. — None. 
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Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Infant  Welfare  : The  County  Medical  Officer  of 

Health,  Dr.  Ivor  Jones,  M.B.,  D.P.H.,  visits 
the  town  once  a month  to  hold  an  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic.  Advice  is  given  to  mothers  on 
the  care  and  feeding  of  infants.  There  is  no  anti- 
natal  work  done  at  the  clinic. 

(b)  Tuberculosis  Clinic : This  is  fully  dealt  with  in 
another  part  of  this  report. 

(c)  Venereal  Diseases:  All  cases  are  sent  to  the 
Shropshire  Clinic  at  1,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  by 
arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  All  treatment  at  this  Clinic  is  free,  and 
the  travelling  expenses  of  those  in  poor  circum- 
stances are  paid.  The  hours  of  attendance  at  the 
Clinic  are  : — 

Males  : 6 p.tn.  to  8 p.m.  Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 

Females  : 2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  Wednesdays. 

These  Clinics  are  open  to  all  who  seek  advice 
without  necessarily  having  to  seek  advice  from  a 
medical  practitioner. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

For  a number  of  years  I have  uttered  disapproval  at  the 
existence  of  communal  closets  within  the  Borough.  The 
Council  still  choose  to  ignore  my  remarks  concerning  them, 
and  I therefore  welcome  this  opportunity  of  emphasising  that 
such  conditions  are  hygenically  and  morally  dangerous.  It  is 
surely  a minimum  requirement,— that  each  family  should  have 
its  own  private  closet  accommodation. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  AREA. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  from  both  reservoirs 
has  been  well  maintained  and  satisfactory.  Regular  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  gathering  grounds,  the  area  in  close 
proximity  to  the  reservoirs,  the  screening  plant,  and  the  main 
pipe  between  Nantygeifr  and  the  town  has  been  scraped. 

No  samples  were  taken  for  analysis.  Pollution  is  liable 
to  occur  in  the  two  streams  leading  into  Nantygeifr  Reservoir, 
owing  to  their  flowing  alongside  the  edge  of  the  farm,  and 
where  cattle  and  pigs  have  been  seen  grazing. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage.— The  general  arrangements 
for  drainage,  sewerage,  and  sewerage  disposal  continued  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  conservancy  system.  There  continue  to  be  a large 
number  of  communal  closets  in  the  area,  which  are  very  un- 
satisfactory. Some  have  been  dealt  with  under  Clearance 
Schemes.  This  should  have  the  Council’s  serious  con- 
sideration. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  weekly  collection  of  house 
refuse  continue  satisfactory,  with  a horse-drawn  vehicle.  An 
effort  has  been  made  to  get  householders  to  burn  much  of  the 
combustible  refuse  on  the  kitchen  fire,  to  avoid  a nuisance  by 
storage.  The  refuse  is  taken  to  a dump  beyond  Dol-Uys 
Farm  (which  is  outside  the  Borough  area).  My  opinion  is 
that  this  ground  can  never  be  satisfactory,  as  it  does  not  allow 
the  proper  formation  of  a tip  and  keep  it  covered,  and  its  close 
proximity  to  the  river,  which  is  liable  to  overflow  its  banks. 
There  is  difficulty  in  finding  land  inside  the  Borough  suitable 
for  refuse  disposal  by  tipping,  and  for  this  reason  I think  it 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  dispose  of  this  refuse  by 
incineration. 

Shops. —All  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold, 
received  constant  attention  and  was  found  clean  and  well  kept. 

Smoke  Abatement. — Nil. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — Nil. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.— One. 

Ashpits  and  Privies.— Nil. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Nil. 

Offensive  Trades. — Nil. 

Rag  Flock  Acts.— Nil. 


Markets  and  Slaughter  Houses. One  market, 

two  private  slaughter  houses.  These  were  regularly  inspected, 
One  slaughter  house  is  not  of  good  construction,  quite  un- 
suitable for  the  purpose,  and  should  be  condemned. 


The  following  shops  were  regularly  inspected  and  found 
clean : — 


Butchers  ... 
Fish  and  Chip 
Ice  Cream  ... 
Fishmongers 
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2 

4 
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Food  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


Bouvine  Liver  ... 

...  12, 

weight  114  lbs. 

„ Lungs  ... 

...  6, 

n 

34  „ 

Sheep’s  Liver  ... 

...  27, 

>» 

46  ., 

„ Lungs  ... 

...  11, 

>> 

38*  „ 

Pig’s  Carcase 

...  1, 

n 

93  „ 

» Legs 

...  2, 

>> 

22  „ 

,,  Head 

...  1, 

»> 

8 „ 

Fish — Hadd6ck  ... 

...  . 

6 „ 

Two  notices  were  served  to  carry  out  repairs  and  lime- 
washing ; these  were  complied  with. 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 


Total  number  on  Register,  January,  1938  

,,  ,,  of  Producers  (Retailers) 

„ „ „ „ (not  Retailing)... 

,,  ,,  whose  premises  are  in  Borough  Area 

„ „ whose  premises  are  in  Rural  Area  ... 

,,  ,,  removed  from  Register 

Number  of  Cows  from  which  Milk  is  produced  : — 
Borough  Area 
Rural  Area 

Number  of  Inspections  made 

Number  of  Notices  served  

Number  of  Notices  complied  with 


16 

14 

1 

4 

11 

1 

23 

58 

18 

4 

4 


SCHOOLS. 

Intermediate 

Public  Elementary  

Private  ... 

These  are  well  kept. 


9 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THR  AREA  FOR 

NUISANCES. 


Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  •••  95 

Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  59 

Drains  Choked  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  27 

Drains  Defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

VV.Cs.  Defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Informal  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Informal  Notices  Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  59 

Statutory  Notices  Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  Cases  Notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  Removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  17 

All  premises  were  fumigated  after  clearance. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  & WORKPLACES. 
Number  of  Factories  Registered  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  Workshops  Registered  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Workplaces  Registered  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Factory  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  other  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Number  of  Defects,  etc.,  found  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  7 

HOUSING. 

1—  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the 
Year  1938 : — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 152 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  152 
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2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  •••  •••  •••  55 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  55 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  52 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 


2 —Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  with- 
out Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  


3.— Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during 
the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections,  9,  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1916  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 


(2) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices 


(a)  By  Owners 


3 


3 

3 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 
Owners 


default  of 

...  Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  . 


(1) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  are  served  requiring  detect.  ^ 
to  be  remedied 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

(c)  By  Owners  ...  ...  •••  ^ 

(dl  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  •••  •••  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1916  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 


4. — Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  4.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  4 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  22 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

The  whole  of  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  the 
Sanitary  circumstances  and  Housing,  were  prepared  by 
Mr.  James,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor.  I wish  to 
thank  him  and  Mr.  R.  P.  V.  George  for  their  help  in  making 
the  report  complete. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  Graham  Davies, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


/.  Ellis,  Printer,  Sc.,  Llanidloes.' Phone  63. 


